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Terms Topics covered and core knowledge and 

skills 

Links to careers Links to the 

Knowledge organiser 

and other additional 

resources 

Half 

term 1 

Project overview:  
This project is a celebration of the Dia de los 
Muertos (Day of the Dead festival) and the 
cultural practices behind it. Pupils will have 
knowledge of the history of the festival, as 
well as an appreciation of the art that 
compliments it. 

Pupils will primary work on an applique 
design based on the Calavera (sugar skull). 
They will begin by sketching out design ideas 
and finalise them before committing to the 
final fabric design. Work will be highly 
colourful and decorative to suit the theme. 

Pupils will also look at Alebrijas (spirit 
animals) in the festival and media. Again 
designing their own animal of choice. If the 
Applique is completed in time, they will begin 
to sculpt their Alebrijas out of clay. (The 
applique may take several lessons to 
complete).  

 

https://theartcare

erproject.com/car

eers/ 

This link would 
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on our website  
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Half 

term 2 

Continuation of the Day of the Dead 
Core knowledge will include: An appreciation 
of the Day of the Dead festival the cultural 
elements behind it. Introduction and 
development to Applique artwork. Enhanced 
knowledge of colour theory and sketching 
ideas. 
 
Core practical skills will include: Sewing, 
pencil drawing, colour pencil drawing, 
watercolour painting, clay 
 
Final Outcome: Pupils will produce their own 
Applique sugar skull with accompanying 
design sketches. They will also produce their 
own Alebrijes in sculpture form. 
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