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There are a number of factors that affect how energy 
flows through an object. A very important factor is what 
the object is made from.
The conductivity of materials can be compared by 
examining the time taken to transmit energy through 
them. A fan of rods made of different materials can be 
heated at one end with the same flame. Whichever rod 
gets hottest first at the other end is the best conductor. 
The material that heats the quickest is said to have a high 
thermal conductivity.

The payback time of an 
energy-saving solution is a 
measure of how cost-
effective it is. The payback 
time will be shortest if the 
cost of installation is low 
compared to the savings 
made each year


