
A fibre is thin hair-like structure 

that can be either long or short. 

• Short fibres are called staples

fibres. Staple fibres need to be 

spun into yarns and tend to be 

slightly hairy in appearance. 

• Long continuous fibres are 

called filament fibres. Filament 

fibres are long and give a 

smooth shiny finish to fabrics. 

All fabric come from fibres. On 

their own they are weak but when 

twisted into yarns they take on 

different properties. 
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Woven fabrics are made on a loom and are made from a weft and a warp. The weft is 

the yarn that goes across the width of  the fabric and the warp is along the length of  

the fabric.

In some types of  weaving, the weft is doubled back on itself  to form the selvedge. 

This is an edge of  the fabric that does not fray. Knitted fabrics are made by looping 

together the yarn. There are two types, weft knitted (made by hand or machine) and 

warp knitted (made by machine). 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z6t26yc/revision/1

Technical textiles are fibres & 
fabrics which have been 

developed for their performance, 
and functional properties, e.g. 

performance sports wear, armed 
forces or medical industry. 

Smart textiles can sense, react & 
adapt to the conditions

around them, light, hot/ cold.
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