
Musical Elements Checklist 

Pitch Is the piece of music in a major 
key or minor key? Does it suit the 
genre of film?

Rhythm/
Duration

Does the piece use long or short 
notes? Are there repeated 
rhythmic patterns?

Dynamics Is the piece of music loud or 
quiet? Does it change throughout 
the piece or stay the same? What 
effect does this have on the 
audience?

Tempo Is the piece of music fast or slow? 
Why has the composer chosen this 
tempo for this film?

Texture Are there lots of layers to the 
music? Would you describe it as 
thick or thin? Can you used a more 
advanced term to describe the 
texture?

Timbre/
Sonority

What are the instruments you can 
hear in the music? Why do you 
think the composer has chosen 
those instruments?

Structure How is the piece of music 
structured? Does it match well 
with the story of the film, or what 
you can see happening on screen?


