	Subject: English Year 7 Curriculum Map 2025-2026

	Terms
	Topics covered and core knowledge and skills
	Links to careers
	Links to the Knowledge organiser and other additional resources

	HT1-2
	Charles Dickens: Oliver Twist  

Students will know:
· What life was like in Victorian London.
· How workhouses impacted life in Victorian London.
· Who Charles Dickens is.
· How social inequality led to crime and how crimes were punished in the Victorian era.

Students will know and be able to apply these words:
· agency
· brutal 
· characterisation
· compassion
· corruption
· critique
· dehumanise
· deprivation
· desperate 
· exploitation 
· injustice 
· malicious 
· manipulate 
· moral 
· naïve  
· poverty 
· severe 
· society 
· social commentary 
· social inequality 
· sympathy 
· unpredictable 
· victim 
· villain  
· vulnerability
· workhouse 

Students will be able to demonstrate the following reading skills to write an analytical paragraph:
· What the writer is showing about the topic.
· Where in the text does the writer show this.
· How the writer shows this. (methods)
· Why the writer shows this.

Students will also develop writing skills in:
· Grammar: subjects, verbs, fragments, adjectives, nouns (sentence construction).
· Descriptive writing: ‘show don’t tell’ (settings and characters).
	Why Bother: Characters

Why Bother: Atmosphere and Setting.

Why Bother: Sentences

Why Bother: Speaking

Why Bother: Vocabulary

Why Bother: Grammar

Why Bother: Writing to Analyse
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	HT3-4
	Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream

Students will know:
· Who Shakespeare is, and what his early life was like.
· What influenced Shakespeare’s writing.
· Common features of Early Modern English.
· How audiences experienced Shakespeare’s plays.
· The features of a play and how it is different from a novel.
· Shakespearean comedy conventions.

Students will know and be able to apply these words:
· agency
· characterisation
· conditioning
· conflict
· convention
· critique
· dehumanise
· dramatic irony
· honour
· malicious
· manipulate
· obstacle
· obsession
· oppression
· patriarchy
· prop
· remorse
· setting
· severe
· social commentary
· social inequality
· society
· soliloquy
· victim
· vulnerability

Students will be able to demonstrate the following reading skills to write an analytical paragraph:
· What the writer is showing about the topic.
· Where in the text does the writer show this.
· How the writer shows this. (methods)
· Why the writer shows this.

Students will also develop writing skills in:
· Grammar: subjects, verbs, fragments, adjectives, nouns (sentence construction).
· Grammar: run-on sentences, object, adverbs and adverbial phrases, punctuation (comma, semicolon, colon, inverted commas, dash).
· Descriptive writing: metaphor and imagery
	Why Bother: Characters

Why Bother: Sentences

Why Bother: Speaking

Why Bother: Vocabulary

Why Bother: Grammar

Why Bother: Writing to Analyse

Why Bother: Atmosphere and Setting

Why Bother: Drama
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	HT5-6
	Short Stories
Students will know:
· The conventions of gothic literature, studied through ‘The Hitchhiker’ by Daniel Cohen and ‘The Haunter in the Night’ by HP Lovecraft.
· The conventions of dystopian literature, studied through ‘Examination Day by Henry Slesar’ and ‘The Pedestrian by Ray Bradbury’.
· How writers structure stories for effect.
· How writers create and use settings for a purpose.

Students will know and be able to apply these words:
· authoritarian
· climax
· convention
· dehumanise
· didactic
· dystopia
· establish
· exposition
· foreshadowing
· gothic
· inescapable
· inevitable
· injustice
· isolation
· metaphor
· oppression
· personification
· propaganda
· setting
· shift
· simile
· social commentary
· society
· structure
· tension
· tone

Students will be able to demonstrate the following reading skills to write an analytical paragraph:
· What the writer is showing about the topic.
· Where in the text does the writer show this.
· How the writer shows this. (methods)
· Why the writer shows this.

Students will also develop writing skills in:
· Grammar: subjects, verbs, fragments, adjectives, nouns (sentence construction).
· Grammar: run-on sentences, object, adverbs and adverbial phrases, punctuation (comma, semicolon, colon, inverted commas, dash).
· Narrative writing: structure and conventions – gothic and dystopian stories.
	Why Bother: Characters

Why Bother: Atmosphere and Setting.

Why Bother: Sentences

Why Bother: Speaking

Why Bother: Vocabulary

Why Bother: Grammar

Why Bother: Writing to Analyse
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